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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the Applicant's communication filed on 4/07/2009. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 10, 14, 15, 17, 19, 21, 22 amended, and claims 2, 4, 8, 9, 11- 
13, 18, 20, 24, 25 have been canceled. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 5-7, 10, 14-17, 19, 21-23 pending and presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. Applicant's amendment filed April 07, 2009, overcomes the rejection of claims 1 , 
3-7, and 10, 14-16 under 35 USC § 101 set forth in the previous office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

6. Claims 1,3, 5-7, 10, 14-17, 19, and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Howard et al. (U. S. Pat. No. 6,185,574) in view of Lewak et 
al. U. S. Pat. No. 5,544,360). 

As per claims 1,10, and 17, Howard et al. disclose a system, which including 
data processing system for locating files in a hierarchical directories as detailed in 
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col. 10, lines 10-12, col. 12, lines 27-34, col. 12, line 66 through col. 14, line 6). In 
particular, Howard et al. disclose the claimed limitations wherein an input has been 
received indicating that a given file is to be saved (See Howard et al. Fig. 15 in 
conjunction with steps 754 and 758, col.31, lines 18-23). Howard et al. specifically 
disclose that a user can retrieve a file where the file is saved as detailed in col.4, lines 
55-57, col. 12, and lines 16-27); receiving a request from a requester for files 
associated with the unique identifier, wherein the files are part of a commonly related 
set of files(e.g., a user made a request to access a file)as detailed (See Howard et al. 
col. 16, line 31 ); responsive to the request, querying the data store for an identification 
of the files associated with the unique identified e.g., a file is returned in response to 
the file open command) as detailed (See Howard et al. col. 16, lines 32-34); receiving a 
result from the data store, wherein the result is resented as a list containing the files 
associated with the unique identifier(See Howard et al. Fig. 17); returning the result to 
the requester; receiving a selection of a particular file from the result from the 
requested ); and responsive to the selection of the particular file, returning the 
particular file to an appropriate application, wherein the requester accesses the file in 
the appropriate application, wherein the application is located on the data processing 
system as detailed(See Howard et al. col. 16, lines 34-45). 

It is noted, however, Howard et al. did not specifically disclose the system for 
saving the given file in association with a unique identifier in a data store, responsive to 
receiving an input, wherein the data store describes associations between the files, 
wherein the unique identifier is used to retrieve the given file, and wherein unique 
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identifier is separated from a title and contents of the given file. On the other hand, 
Lewak et al. disclose a method for accessing computer files and data using linked 
categories (See Lewak et al. (Title, the abstract, col. 3, line 66 through col. 4, line 4). 
The system capable of saving a given file in association with a unique identifier in a 
data store (See Lewak et al.col.6, lines 12-20), responsive to receiving an input, 
wherein the data store describes associations between the files(See Lewak et al. Fig. 3, 
col. 5, line 32 through col. 6, line 22), wherein the unique identifier is used to retrieve the 
given file, and wherein unique identifier is separated from a title and contents of the 
given file (See Lewak et al. col. 11, lines 54-56; col. 12, lines 43-47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention was made to modify the parallel virtual directory system of 
Howard et al. by incorporating the method for accessing computer files and data, using 
linked categories assigned to each data file record on entry of the data file record 
because that would have enhanced the system of Howard et al. by allowing it to 
retrieve files or documents store in data store when a request to access to a file that 
they have selected from the virtual directory quickly and efficiently using the unique 
identifier categorization taught by Lewak et al. wherein each category file description is 
associated with a unique identifier permitting to return the result appropriately in 
response to a request for a given file. 

As per claims 3, and 19, most of the limitations of these claims have been noted 
in the rejection of claims 1 , and 17. Applicant attention is directed to the rejection of 
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claims 1,17 above. In addition, the combination of Howard et al. and Lewak et al„ as 
modified, discloses the claimed limitations, wherein the unique identifier is associated 
with a variety of file extension for the common related set of files (See Lewak et al. 
col.6, lines 44-56, col. 12, lines 43-61). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention was made to modify the parallel virtual directory system of 
Howard et al. by incorporating the method for accessing computer files and data, using 
linked categories assigned to each data file record on entry of the data file record 
because that would have enhanced the system of Howard et al. by allowing it to 
retrieve files or documents store in data store when a request to access to a file that 
they have selected from the virtual directory quickly and efficiently using the unique 
identifier categorization taught by Lewak et al. wherein each category file description is 
associated with a unique identifier permitting to return the result appropriately in 
response to a request for a given file. 

As per claims 5, 1 4, and 21 , most of the limitations of these claims have been 
noted in the rejection of claims 1,10, and 17. Applicant attention is directed to the 
rejection of claims 1,10, and 17 above. In addition, the combination of Howard et al. 
and Lewak et al, as modified, discloses the claimed limitations, wherein input is a user 
input to save the file (See Howard et al. col.31, lines 18-23). 

As per claims 6, 15, and 22, most of the limitations of these claims have been 
noted in the rejection of claims 1,10, and 17. Applicant attention is directed to the 
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rejection of claims 1,10, and 17 above. In addition, the combination of Howard et al. 
and Lewak et al, as modified, discloses the claimed limitations, wherein the unique 
identifier is numeric value associated with the files (See Lewak et al. col.9, lines 36-41). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention was made to modify the parallel virtual directory system of 
Howard et al. by incorporating the method for accessing computer files and data, using 
linked categories assigned to each data file record on entry of the data file record 
because that would have enhanced the system of Howard et al. by allowing it to 
retrieve files or documents store in data store when a request to access to a file that 
they have selected from the virtual directory quickly and efficiently using the unique 
identifier categorization taught by Lewak et al. wherein each category file description is 
associated with a unique identifier permitting to return the result appropriately in 
response to a request for a given file. 

As per claims 7, 16, and 23, most of the limitations of these claims have been 
noted in the rejection of claims 1,10, and 17. Applicant attention is directed to the 
rejection of claims 1,10, and 17 above. In addition, the combination of Howard et al. 
and Lewak et al, as modified, discloses the claimed limitations, wherein the identifier is 
selected from one of a user name, an event, or a task (See Howard et al. col.4, lines 50- 
54, col. 15, lines 18-23). 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3, 5-7, 1 0, 1 4-1 7, 1 9, 21-23 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Other Prior Art Made Of Record 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicant's disclosure. U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications will not be 
supplied with Office actions. Examiners advise the Applicant that the cited U.S. patents 
and patent application publications are available for download via the Office's PAIR. As 
an alternate source, all U.S. patents and patent application publications are available on 
the USPTO web site (www.uspto.gov ), from the Office of Public Records and from 
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commercial sources. For the use of the Office's PAIR system, Applicants may refer to 
the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at http://www.uspto.gov/ebc/index.html or 1-866- 
217-9197 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JACQUES VEILLARD whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4086. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Fri. from 9 AM to 
4:30 PM, alt. Fri. off.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Neveen Abel-Jalil can be reached on (571) 272- 4074. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/J. V. / 

Examiner, Art Unit 2165 
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July 14, 2009 
/Neveen Abel-Jalil/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2165 



